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Two sections showing stratigraphically continuous
sedimentation with good palaeontological content and
fulfilling the recommendations of 1CS are suitable for
proposal as GSSP: Bas Auran (Haute-Provence,
France) and Cabo Mondego (Portugal).

The Bas Auran section, in the Geological Reserve of
Haute-Provence (France), has been proposed
previously, but needs ratification as the preferred
GSSP by the Bathonian Working Group. Other
candidate sections for the Bathonian GSSP, in Iberia
and North Africa, are still under study and discussion
within the Bathonian Working Group.

New collecting of ammonites and field studies at Cabo
Mondego (Portugal) were caried out in 2002 by
Fernandez-L 6pez and Henriques. Sampling through up
to thirty metres of strata, enables distinction of the
two highest zones of the Bgocian (Garantiana and
Parkinsoni Zones) and the lowest zone of the
Bathonian (Zigzag Zone). Parkinsonids, characteristic
of the northern European faunal region or Subboreal
Province, as well as Phylloceratinaand Lytoceratina
characteristic of the Mediterranean Province, are very
scarce. The Garantiana Zone is characterized by an
abundance of Spiroceras annulatum (DESHAYES),
associated with Prorsisphinctes [M] - Vermisphinctes
[m], Garantiana [M] and Oppelia subcostata (J.
BUCKMAN). Specimens of Sphaeroceras ad
Trimarginia have been identified. Unfortunately, the
uppermost Bagjocian Parkinsoni Zone is poorly
characterized due to the scarcity of well preserved
ammonoids. Specimens of Dimorphinites occur, but
possibilities for correlation of the youngest Bajocian
ammonoids with those from the Mediterranean and
Subboreal Provinces remain quite limited. The Lower
Bathonian boundary may be established by the first
appearance of the genus Morphoceras. The Convergens
Subzone may be subdivided into alower biohorizon
with the development of Zeissoceras[M] - Nodiferites
[m], Lobosphinctes [M] - Planisphinctes [m], and
Procerozigzag [M] - Zigzagiceras[m], and an upper
biohorizon characterized by the abundance of
Morphoceras[M] - Ebrayiceras[m] and Procerites[M]
- demiradzkia [m]. In the oldest Bathonian
biohorizon, a specimen of Gonolkites convergens
BUCKMAN has been found. These biohorizons
correspond respectively to the Parvum and Macrescens
subzones recognized in various aeas of the
Submediterranean Province.
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New papers concerning the Bajocian/Bathonian
boundary are listed below.
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