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Chapter 12

TRIBUTES AND TAXES IN THE MIDDLE ASSYRIAN 

DOCUMENTATION

Jaume Llop*

Part 1. Introduction

The aim of the project “Taxation and Management of Resources” is to study the eco-
nomic management of resources and taxation in the Ancient Near East. In the follow-
ing paper, I will focus on the Middle Assyrian (henceforth abbreviated MA) state (ca.
1500–1000 BC) and its documentation. I will first enumerate the relevant cuneiform
sources for such a study. Thereafter I will outline modern discussions on tributes and
taxation during the MA Period and the terminology used in the documentation refer-
ring to tributes and taxes during this period. In the main part of this paper, I will dis-
cuss booty, tributes and presents, taxes, and regular offerings.

1.1 Sources

Authors state repeatedly that there is no document that systematically lists the tributes
and taxes individuals had to pay to the Assyrian state.1 The sources for our knowledge
of the management of resources during the MA Period are the royal inscriptions, legal
and administrative texts, letters, and the MA laws and edicts of Assyrian kings.

The number of MA archival texts (i.e. economic, administrative, and juridical texts
including letters) is not exactly known. Streck (2010: 43) estimated that there were
2,722 such texts.2 More recently, De Ridder came to the figure of 3,743 texts.3 This is
a small number compared to equivalent figures for other periods of Mesopotamian
history (e.g. 23,000 texts for the Old Assyrian Period), and it is known that around 1,839
texts found at different MA sites are still unpublished.4

1.2 Significant Studies

Several authors have already studied the appropriation of resources by the Assyrian
state. The most relevant studies are the following: Martin (1936), Jankowska (1969),
Postgate (1974), Garelli (1979), Bär (1996), Freydank (1997), Klengel (1997), Faist (2001),
Jakob (2003), Radner (2007), Bär (2007), Postgate (2011), Maul (2013), and Gauthier
(2016). Most of these authors have focused their attention on the Neo-Assyrian Period
(1000–609 BC) and they sometimes refer to the Middle Assyrian Period as a precedent.
Freydank (1997), Faist (2001), Jakob (2003), Gaspa (2011), Postgate (2011), Maul (2013),

* Universidad Complutense de Madrid. I would like to thank Betina Faist and J. Nicholas Postgate for
reading a previous draft of this article and making suggestions for its improvement. Any possible er-
rors are solely my responsibility.

1 Garelli 1979; Postgate 2011.
2 Streck followed Pedersén 1998: 80–103.
3 De Ridder 2018: 11.
4 This amount results from adding the numbers in the column of unpublished texts in de Ridder 2018: 11.
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and Gauthier (2016), on the other hand, present studies which are specific to the MA
Period. These latter studies have their own thematic focus. Faist (2001) analyses com-
merce during this period. Jakob (2003) reconstructs the administrative and social
structure. Postgate (2011) deals specifically with taxes during the MA Period in the
entry “Steuer” in the Reallexikon der Assyriologie. Freydank (1997), Gaspa (2011),
Maul (2013), and Gauthier (2016) concentrate on the regular offerings of the temple
of the god Aššur, the central sanctuary of Assyria.

1.3 Terminology

The studies above have examined the methods of acquisition of resources by the As-
syrian state and the terminology used in the documentation to refer to it.5 These meth-
ods were commerce,6 the exchange of presents in the course of diplomatic relations,
and the acquisition of tribute by coercion, i.e. military force. The focus of the present
paper is on tribute, taxes, and regular offerings.

A clear synthesis of the vocabulary for contributions to the Assyrian state is pre-
sented by Radner (2007), who focused especially on the Neo-Assyrian Period. She di-
vided these taxes into two main groups according to their provenience: foreign
countries and the Assyrian territory. From foreign countries came booty (ḫubtu, šal-
lutu) and presents (nāmurtu, literary tāmartu), and vassal (or client) states sent tribute
(maddattu, literary biltu (u) maddattu). From Assyrian territory, there were taxes on
goods (miksu),7 persons (ilku, literary ilku u tupšikku), cattle (ṣibtu), barley (nusāḫu),8

straw (šibšu), import and export (kāru), and transport (nēburu).9 Some of these taxes
are not attested during the MA Period.

The structure of the present article is derived from this terminology and corre-
spondingly addresses the following matters: booty, tribute and obligatory presents,
taxes, and religious offerings (religious taxes).

1.4 Booty, Tribute, and Presents

The MA state acquired resources by military means. The most straightforward method
for acquiring resources was the conquest of neighboring territories and the conse-
quent appropriation of booty (ḫubtu, kiššittu, šallatu). Designations used exclusively
for human booty, i.e. hostages (sing. līṭu) and deportees (sing. nasḫu), have not been
specifically treated in the present paper.

1.4.1. Booty

The MA royal inscriptions refer to booty and the imposition of tribute on foreign countries
from Adad-nārārī I (1295–1254 BC). The wording in the royal inscriptions is often: šallas-
sunu namkūršunu ašlul “I carried off their people and property,”10 which the inscriptions
of Tiglath-pileser I (1114–1076 BC) expanded to: šallassunu bušâšunu namkūršunu ašlul
“I carried off their booty, possessions and property”11 among other versions.

The term šallatu (Assyrian šallutu), “plundered thing(s), booty” (from *šll “to carry
off, plunder”), appears three times in the archival documentation:
šal-le-te, MARV 4 82, obv. 14ʹ;

5 See especially Faist 2001 and Radner 2007.
6 See also Freydank 1982 and Frahm 2002.
7 Postgate, personal communication.
8 Postgate, personal communication; cf. “auf Feldfrüchte,” Radner 2007: 215.
9 Postgate, personal communication; cf. nērubu, Radner 2007: 215.

10 RIMA 1 A.0.77.1, 38, etc.
11 RIMA 2 A.0.87.1 ii 80, etc.
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šal-le-te, MARV 8 7, obv. 2, 4, rev. 16;
šal-la-ta ma-ʾa-da [na/še]-ṣu-ni “He (the king) brought many captives,” MARV 8, 7, rev.
12–13.12

These instances are mostly present in damaged texts, but they seem to appear in
the context of the distribution of rations. Consequently, they may be related to prison-
ers of war.

The verbal adjective šallu, pl. masc. šallūtu, derived from the same root, appears twice:
ÉRINmeš šal-lu-tu, “captive troops/people” KAJ 180, 11.13

ÉRINmeš šal-lu-tu, Jakob 2009: no. 64, 28.
Consequently, terms derived from the root *šll refer exclusively to people in the

archival documentation.

The term ḫubtu, “robbery, plunder”, is not attested in the MA royal inscriptions.
Most of the eleven attestations of ḫubtu in the archival documentation refer to people
or flocks and are from the reign of Tukultī-Ninurta I (1233–1197 BC) and most of them
refer to captured Babylonians:
ŠE an-ni-ú a-na PAD ÉRINmeš [( )] kaš-ši-e ḫu-ub-te ša KUR kar-du-ni-áš ša 2 ḫar-ra-na-te
ta-din, “This barley (is) for the ration of Kassite people, prisoners from Babylonia” KAJ
103, 11–17;
ÉRINmeš [kaš-ši]-e ḫu-ub-te ša KUR kar-du-ni-áš, MARV 1 1, obv. i, 44ʹ;
KUR kat-mu-ḫa-iu-ú ḫu-u[b-tu..., MARV 4 102, obv. ii, 7;
ša l[e]-a-ni [š]a ṣe-n[i] ḫu-ub-te ša KUR kar-du-ni-áš, MARV 1 27, rev. 24.
Some of these attestations may refer to people, but the documents are damaged:
ḫu-ub-tu ša K[UR..., MARV 4 69, 4ʹ;
...] ˹ḫu-ub ˺-te ša kat-mu-ḫ[i…, MARV 4 150, rev.? 2ʹ;
ḫu-ub-te, MARV 10 42, obv. 4.

Three attestations for plunder come from letters in which the Assyrians are not
the plunderers and the plundered materials are not specified. Two attestations from
the letters from Dūr-katlimmu refer to plunder by enemies:
ḫu-ba-su-nu i+na ma-as-qe-e / x-ša-ri e-ta-az-bu-ú-né, “They (the enemies) left their plun-
der at the watering place…,” BATSH 4 7, rev.? 18ʹʹ–19ʹʹ;14

ḫu-bat ṣe-ri ša uruni-iḫ-ri-a iḫ-x-x[...], “They (Hurrian troops) plundered the outskirts of
Nihriya,” BATSH 4 8, rev. 55ʹ.

A further attestation is from a letter of a Hittite king to an Assyrian king:
a-na ŠÀ-bi urutu-u-ri-ra ḫu-u-ub-ta [u]l-te-ni-il-lu!-ú, “They (the Turirans) bring regularly
the plunder up to Turira,” KBo 1 14, obv. 13ʹ.
A possible attestation of ḫubtu in a legal text from Tell Feherīye might refer to barley.15

12 This text was collated by Jakob 2015: 183 n. 3 and 2019: 108.
13 “In the light of MARV 8 7 the question arises whether this is a masculine plural or a singular abstract”

(Postgate, personal communication).
14 Postgate suggests [tu]-ša-ri, “desert” or [t]i-ša-ri for line 19ʹʹ (personal communication); see already

Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996: 128.
15 Cancik-Kirschbaum 2019: 35, 14. This attestation should be provisionally taken with caution as Can-

cik-Kirschbaum (2019: 35 n. 5) was not able to check the original text and the line is not clearly read-
able on the photography.
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The word for “spoils” (kišittu) is attested in the royal inscriptions, but not so often as
šallatu, and only once in the archival texts. It is often used to refer to objects, such as
cedar pillars,16 alabaster vases,17 a seal of lapis lazuli,18 a bronze vat and bronze bath-
tub,19 and 25 (images) of gods,20 but it is also applied to herds of horses, oxen, and
asses.21

1.4.2. Tribute

Conquest and plunder were followed by the imposition of a tribute on the subjugated
region. In the royal inscriptions, this action is usually described as bilta u maddatta
ana muḫḫīšunu aškun, “I imposed over them tribute and payment,”22 with variations
on this formula. The imposition could take the form of work: alla marra u tupšikka
ēmid, “I imposed upon them corvée (lit. ‘hoe, spade, and basket’).”23 It is especially
Tukultī-Ninurta I who emphasizes the imposition of forced labor (tupšikku) on newly
conquered regions.24

With its submission to Assyrian authority, the subjected country had to send
a yearly (šattišamma) tribute. Faist (2001: 41–51) has gathered the attestations in the
royal inscriptions of goods which were obtained through booty and tribute from con-
quered countries. These materials were wood (cedar, boxwood, oak), minerals (obsid-
ian and hematite), metals (copper, bronze, silver, gold, lead), livestock (oxen, horses,
sheep, lambs, donkeys), exotic animals (crocodiles, apes, an aquatic animal, buffalos,
a female camel), and other products (chariots, fruit trees).25 It is interesting to note
that the specification of the materials mostly appears in the inscriptions of Tiglath-
Pileser I and Aššur-bēl-kala, but rarely before.

The studies above rarely refer to archival documentation, probably because the
bulk of this documentation has been published recently. While biltu is present in the
legal and economic texts as a weight measure and also with the sense of “yield,”26 it
does not appear with the sense of “tribute”. On the other hand, we find ma(d)dattu 16
times and endātu twice.

We will try to classify these attestations here. The meaning “tribute” for ma(d)-
dattu27 in MA seems indisputable in some cases, e. g. ma-da-tu ša n[a?-gi?-e?] “tribute
from the districts?.”28 The CAD includes gišMÁmeš ma-da-te (KAJ 106, 13) under mādu,
“many,” while Postgate prefers the meaning “tribute-boats” here.29 A third instance is
[ma?-d]a?-tu ša ḫu-ra-di [IŠ-T]U!? KUR za-am-ba-an a-aḫ tu-ra-an [ša] e-mi-da-an-ni “trib-
ute from the campaign from the land Zamban on the shore of the Diyala, which he
imposed.”30 These attestations are also clearly linked to foreign regions: Suteans, Baby-

16 RIMA 1 A.0.76.25 = MARV 1 14.
17 RIMA 1 A.0.76.26.
18 RIMA 1 A.0.78.28.
19 RIMA 2 A.0.87 ii 58f.
20 RIMA 2 A.0.87 iv 33.
21 RIMA 2 A.0.87.1 vi 105–vii 3.
22 RIMA 1 A.0.78 iii 10–11; CAD B: 235, translates “tribute and gifts.” A translation “gifts” is wrong here;

Postgate, personal communication.
23 RIMA 1 A.0.76.3: 44–45.
24 RIMA 1 A.0.78.1 iii 6, iv 23; 5, 32; 23, 39; 26, 16; 1001, 7ʹ.
25 See, previously, Jankowska 1969: 253ff.
26 E. g. KAV 2, vii, 15, and KAJ 81, 20.
27 Postgate is not convinced that it ever technically means “tribute,” as opposed to “payment” more

generally, in Middle Assyrian (personal communication).
28 KAJ 314, 9.
29 Postgate 1988: 148.
30 MARV 1 9 + MARV 3 17, rev. 36–38. Postgate proposes reading: [e-mi-i]t-tu at the beginning of line 36

and [i+]na KUR at the beginning of line 38 (personal communication).
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lonia, and Zamban respectively, which supports the fact that they mean tribute. While
the content of the ships in KAJ 106 is not known, the products obtained according to
the other texts are similar to the ones listed above: sheep, barley, wheat, crushed
(grain), sesame, and herbs.

Other attestations of maddattu are in damaged tablets, which cannot support firm con-
clusions:
ma-da-[ti...] MAH 16467, 3ʹ (Postgate 1979: 7);
ma-da-te MARV 4 102, rev. iii 7ʹʹ;
ma-da-[x…] MARV 5 55, obv. 17?.
On the other hand, there is no consensus that some attestations convey the meaning
“tribute,” e.g.: NÍG.ŠIDmeš IŠ.TU ma-da-te-šu iṣ-ṣa-bat, “he has settled his accounts from
his tribute/payment,” KAJ 307, 6–7.31

The following attestations from the archive Assur M 4, the archive for the admin-
istration of the regular offerings at the Aššur temple, show that ma(d)dattu can be
made up of contributions from Assyrian subjects and not only of tribute from foreign
countries, because ma(d)dattu is determined by “of the Assyrians” (ša aššurāyē):32

ma-da-te ša áš-šu-ra-ie-[e] MARV 1 49, obv. 4–5;
x x ša ma-ad-da-a-te ša áš-šu-ra-ie-e MARV 6 35, rev. 47;
ŠE.IMmeš ša ma-da-at-te ša áš-šu-ra-a-iemeš, “Barley from the contributions of the Assyr-
ians,” MARV 7 3, obv. 4–5.
Moreover, these payments of the Assyrians are linked to the regular offerings (gināu)
of the temple of the god Aššur, which came from the Assyrian provinces.33 The follow-
ing attestation links maddattu directly to the regular offerings: LÀL ma-da-at-tu ša
LÚmeš urupa-ru-na-ie-e a-na gi-na-e ša da-šur ša URU.ŠÀ.URU ša 4 MUmeš, “Honey, payment
of the Paruneans for the regular offerings of the god Aššur of the Inner City, for four
years,” MARV 6 39, rev. 9–13.34

Sometimes this relationship is not directly stated, but the following texts, where
maddattu appears, belong to the same offerings archive (Assur M 4):
ŠE.IMmeš ša ma-da-te MARV 5 70, rev. 18;
(ŠE.UMmeš) a-na re/i-ša-te ša ma-da-at-te MARV 6 73, rev. 17;
ŠE.UMmeš ša ŠÀ ŠE.IMmeš ša ma-da-at-te ša nu-sà-x dé-a-MAN “Barley from the barley of
the payment of the tax?? of the god Ea-šarri,” MARV 7 96, obv. 3–5.

A couple of recent attestations show two materials (reed and stone) linked to the
tribute:
NA4.ḪARmeš ša bu-ra-al-li (...) ša ŠÀ-bi ma-da-te UDU.SISKUR “Grind-stones of burallu-
stone (…) from the tribute,” WVDOG 146 81, rev. 2–3 and 7.35

31 See Postgate 1982: 305; cf. CAD M/I: 13–14 s.v. maddattu b, under the meaning “tribute;” AHw 572a.
32 See discussion in Postgate 2013: 105–107 and Gauthier 2016: 566ff.
33 See Postgate 2013: 90–104.
34 The datation of the tablet is broken, but it mentions Sāmidu/Samīdu as an eponym. It is not certain

when this eponym held office, but he possibly had this position during the 12th century BC (Freydank
2016: 50–51, 171). According to B. Faist (2019), the city of Parunu is mentioned in the archive of
Aššur-nāṣir, son of Iddin-Marduk, governor of Mardaman (identified with Bassetki). Presumably,
Parunu was situated in the area of the province Mardaman.

35 Freydank 2017: 65. Is Burallu a geographical name here? Cf. Cancik-Kirschbaum – Hess 2016: 35.
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gišGI ša ka-a-te ša ŠÀ gišGI ma-da-te “Reed of the … from the reed of the tribute” WVDOG
146, 93, obv. 10–11.36

Finally, the following attestation in a text from the archive of the regular offerings
should be linked to some kind of imposition (emdu):37

ŠE.UMmeš i+na GIŠ.BÁN ša en-da-a-te x en-da-a-tu ša li-me PN, “Barley (measured) in
the sūtu-measure of the impositions…impositions of the eponym PN,” MARV 8 59,
obv. 5–7.

The exact character of the text BM 122635 is uncertain.38 In this fragment of a mul-
ticolumn tablet, Assyrian “client rulers” and governors (EN.NAM) are mentioned along
with shields, skins of wine, chests with large jars, sheep, oxen, tin, copper, and horses.39

1.4.3 Presents

Presents received by the Assyrian king were a further source of resources. Here, we
can clearly distinguish different types of present. The first type involves presents re-
ceived as a result of reciprocity in diplomatic exchange, which have already been an-
alyzed by Faist (2001: 9–39). Here, I would like only to stress that in his letters to the
Pharaoh, Aššur-uballiṭ I (1363–1318 BC) uses the world šulmānu (EA 15, 14 and EA 16,
12) to designate his presents to the Egyptian king. From this exchange with the
Pharaoh, Aššur-uballiṭ I expected to receive gold. The usage of the word šulmānu in
the correspondence of Aššur-uballiṭ I to the Pharaoh contrasts with that in other As-
syrian archival texts, where šulmānu designates a payment made to an Assyrian offi-
cial to deal with matters for the person making the “present.”40

One of the earlier attestations for “presents” to the Assyrian king comes from non-
Assyrian sources. The treaty between Šuppiluliuma I and Šattiwaza, mentions an “As-
syrian” (probably Aššur-uballiṭ I) who received the present (qīštu, NÍG.BA) of Šuttarna
(Beckman 1996: no. 6B §1). In this case, the sending of this present represents the pay-
ment for Assyrian assistance in the war of Šuttarna against the other pretender to the
Mittanian throne, Šattiwaza, who was supported by the Hittites.41

Further attestations of presents (sing. qīštu, MA qīltu) in the MA documents are of-
ferings of the Assyrian king: stones for the gods during rituals,42 different materials in
the lušmu,43 or presents for other people.44 Consequently, these are not received but
given.

A further type of present is derived from an asymmetric relationship: that of the
Assyrian king with a subjugated ruler, who had to send obligatory presents (“audience
gifts”). This relationship contrasts with the reciprocal exchange of the diplomatic re-
lation seen above. These presents (sing. tāmartu, Babylonian) are mentioned in the
royal inscriptions and were linked with payment of tribute: tāmartašu ina qereb alīya
Aššur lū amdaḫar, “I truly received his present in the inner of my city Aššur;”45 bilta

36 Freydank 2017: 70–71.
37 Or emittu, Babylonian imittu, Postgate, personal communication.
38 See Millard 1970: 172, “tribute list;” Postgate 1969: 124, list of presents, nāmurtu or offerings.
39 See Llop 2015: 258–261 on chronological problems referring to this text.
40 “I think initially šulmānu means ‘greeting gift.’ It is used in the MA bribery documents as a eu-

phemism,” Postgate, personal communication. See Postgate 2013: 248–252, with previous literature;
see also šulmānu in MVAG 41/3 14, iii 4–5.

41 Wilhelm 2012: 373.
42 MVAG 41/3 ii 10, 13ʹ; Köcher 1952: 194–195, 7ʹ–8ʹ, 9ʹ.
43 MARV 10 3 obv. 15, 16 (see Prechel – Freydank, 2014: 17).
44 WVDOG 124 125, e. 8, see Llop, 2018: 252–253; (Freydank reads pin!-gu-tu on l. 1, personal commu-

nication) for the Kassite; Durand 1982: no. 534, 3–4, clothes as presents for kings and a god?.
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u tāmarta ana ūm ṣāti muḫḫīšunu aškun, “I imposed over them tribute and present
forever.”46

In the archival documentation, the Assyrian word for “present” is nāmurtu (pl. nā-
murātu). According to Radner (2007: 214), during the Neo-Assyrian Period this kind of
present was sent by foreigners. Presents given by the Assyrian king are designated 
rīmuttu in the MA Period.47

Of the 70 attestations of nāmurtu in the archival documents (including one from
a ritual), 64 come from the archive Assur M 6, the archive of Mutta, the animal-fat-
tener.48 The gifts in this archive mostly consist of sheep and oxen.49 Some of the per-
sons sending these presents are clearly foreigners: Suteans50 or the client king of
Mari,51 but the majority of presents (audience gifts) are from Assyrian officials, such
as governors (sing. bēl pāḫete), stewards (sing. masennu), mayors (sing. ḫaziannu), etc.52

The six remaining attestations for presents from outside the archive Assur M 6 can
be classified as follows. Three attestations are from Archive M 7, the stewards’
archive.53 The first refers to two vessels of ten liters each, whose contents are not clear
(WVDOG 146 53, obv. 4). The second refers to three horses which are a present, in
a document concerning the import of 128 horses from Nairi (Ass. 2001.D–1501).54 The
third, from a list of clothes, is not clear (WVDOG 146 111, 1ʹ).

A further attestation concerns 12 minas of luliu-metall in a document from the
archive of Bābu-aha-iddina (Assur M 11).55 A fifth attestation is a sheep which was
a present for Aba-lā-īde, the administrator of the offerings, mentioned in a letter to
him (Assur M 4).56 The last attestation comes from the coronation ritual, during which
presents (pl. nāmurāte; not specified) are brought to the king.57

Part 2. Taxes

2.1 Customs Dues (miksu)

Taxes were levied on the Assyrian population. While miksu (from makāsu, “to collect
taxes”)58 is the word used to refer to taxes in general during the Neo-Assyrian Period59

it only designates the customs dues for the MA Period.60

As of November 2019, we know of eight documents recording the inspection of im-
ported goods and the imposition of customs dues during the MA Period.61 Only one of
these records is the receipt of such an imposition and shows that a merchant had to
pay 50 minas of lead for the import of a two-year-old mare (TR 3019),62 which, according

45 RIMA 1 A.0.76.3, 13; cf. CAD T: 113, “gift, contribution, tribute.”
46 RIMA 1 A.0.78.5, 46-47, etc.
47 See Llop 2003, published 2007.
48 On this archive see Pedersén 1985: 56–68 and Postgate 2013: 177–200.
49 Postgate 2013: 182.
50 A 1747, 4; A 2606, 2; MARV 1 61, obv. 6.
51 KAJ 195, 4–5; A 1746, 3; see also A 1736, 2.
52 See Postgate 2013: 183–185.
53 On this archive see Pedersén 1985: 68–81 and Postgate 2013: 47–176.
54 Frahm 2002: 68–69.
55 KAJ 274, 13 (Freydank – Saporetti 1989: 42 and 81).
56 MARV 10 90, rev. 14.
57 MVAG 41/3 14, iii 7; cf. lines 4–5, where šulmānu appears. See also above under qīštu.
58 See CAD M/1: 127–128; AHw 588; to miksu see CAD M/2: 63–65; AHw 652.
59 Radner 2007: 220.
60 Postgate 2011: 168; miksu was a tax on the harvest in Babylonia (Sassmannshausen 2001: 230).
61 Faist 2001: 184–194.
62 See Faist 2001: 185; Postgate 2002: 303; Jakob 2003: 171–172.
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to Freydank (1982: 73 n. 7), was equivalent to approximately a quarter of the purchase
value of the animal. The imported goods in the other seven documents are: a cow, an
ewe, a donkey mare, a donkey, 60 new items of clothing, 11 three-year-old donkeys,
and a female slave. We do not have the amounts of the taxes paid for these goods. The
cow, ewe, and donkeys came from the Suteans, while the mare was imported from the
lands of Nairi. The mākisu was the official in charge of gathering these taxes.63

2.2 ilku-service

Personal service to the state (ilku) has also received the attention of scholars.64 How-
ever, as Postgate (2013: 22) says, “the basis for this obligation and how it was admin-
istered remain extremely difficult to extrapolate from the textual sources we have at
present.” It is clear that the ilku-service was linked with service in the military and
the tenure of state land, and lasted for a limited period of time.

Donbaz (2016) has recently published documents from Aššur, which show that the
term of the ilku-service could be restricted to 20 days (WVDOG 146 19) or a month (30
days, WVDOG 146 25). The latter period was, in fact, split across two years (i.e. 15 days
each year?). This service of 30 days could be substituted by a payment of 2/3 of a mina
of lead.

Another term to designate labor for the state was šipar šarri (literally “work of the
king,” “royal service”).65 This expression occurs exclusively in the MA laws and it is
a punishment for offenders (e.g., for slander related to sexual conduct, a man not de-
nouncing an unveiled prostitute, etc.).66 This punishment was accompanied by other
penalties, such as payment of a fine (one or two talents of lead) and being struck by
a rod (40 or 50 blows). The laws do not specify what kind of forced work had to be
performed. The duration of such a punishment was usually a month (30 days), but
could be 20 days or a maximum of 40 days. Note that these periods of time are similar
to the periods mentioned above for the ilku-sevice.

2.3 Other Taxes

The šibšu-tax, which was imposed on straw in the NA Period, is attested in a MA text
referring to 100 liters of lentils which are said to come from this tax (or upon which
this tax is imposed).67 In this same text, the measure used was the sūtu (ca. 10 liters)
of the šibšu-tax (sūtu ša šibše). We know of a sūtu-measure of the kāru (“quay”),68 which
might point to the existence of the kāru-tax on import and export (?) during the MA
Period, because it is known to have existed during the following NA Period.69

Other taxes known from the Neo-Assyrian period are not clearly attested during
the MA Period, i.e. a tax on domestic animals (ṣibtu), one on barley (nusāḫū), and one
on transport (nēburu).

Part 3. The Regular Offerings (gināu) of the Aššur Temple

The regular offerings (gināu) were used to maintain the divine and earthly staff of the
central sanctuary of the god Aššur. Postgate (2013: 90–105) has gathered the most rele-

63 Jakob 2003: 169–172.
64 Jakob 2003: 34–36; Postgate 2013: 22–24.
65 CAD Š/3: 82, s. v. šipru 5.
66 E.g. MAG §§18, 19 (Roth 1995: 159); §40 (Roth 1995: 167–168).
67 KAJ 134 (Jakob 2003: 16).
68 KAJ 236, 2.
69 Radner 2007: 214f.
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vant information on these offerings.70 The temple and its administration were obviously
not linked to tributes and taxes and, consequently, they need not be addressed in this
paper. However, the royal administration was relevant for the regular offerings. This
section of the paper will focus on the connection between the royal administration and
the management of state resources, and the regular offerings of the Aššur temple.71

In several documents, the contributions (payments) for the regular offerings had
the same denomination as the tribute (maddattu), as seen above in the case of the pay-
ment of the Paruneans and the other attestations from Assur M 4.

The MA state (i.e. royal administration) was responsible for gathering the regular
offerings of the Aššur temple. The provincial governors (sing. bēl pāḫete) were in
charge of sending agricultural products which made up the offerings: grain (barley
and, in lesser amounts, wheat), honey, sesame, and fruits. These products were directly
consumed or transformed into other foodstuffs, such as bread, beer (from the grain),
or oil (from the sesame). Pedersén (1985: 46) estimated the amount of these products
arriving at the temple to be 100,000 liters of grain, 1,000 liters of honey (or syrup),
10,000 liters of sesame, and 5,000 liters of fruits per year. The provinces also sent
craftsmen such as millers.72

Ezbu-lēšir, the administrator of the offerings (ša muḫḫi gināē; rab gināē), wrote
a couple of times that he was “the servant (urdu) of Tiglath-Pileser (I), king of As-
syria.”73 From this statement, we can infer that the administrators of the regular of-
ferings were directly answerable to the Assyrian king, and consequently part of the
state administration.

Temple and palace appear narrowly linked in the texts of the archive of the admin-
istrators of the regular offerings, e.g. lúa-láḫ-ḫe-numeš lúŠEMmeš ša É aš+šur ù ša É.GAL-
lim, “bakers? and brewers of the temple of Aššur and the palace,” MARV 6 73, rev.
15–16.

Moreover, royal officials were loaned materials from the regular offerings. Among
the debtors, we find different governors of the province Aššur (šakin māti),74 the mayors
of the cities Aššur,75 Kilizu,76 and Šuduhu,77 the palace overseer,78 the cupbearer
(šāqiu),79 a scribe of the palace,80 and a governor of Habriutu.81 In the latter case, the
loan was related to the payment of the regular offerings from his province. Other per-
sons are named without a title and we cannot exclude the possibility that they also
belonged to the royal administration. This means that the royal administration bene-
fited directly from the administration of the regular offerings.

Part 4. Conclusions

In this paper, I have reviewed some methods of financing adopted by the MA state.
These methods were booty, tribute imposed on subjugated foreign regions, and diplo-

70 See also Gauthier 2016.
71 Scholars have different views regarding the regular offerings: Gaspa (2011: 233) considers gināu

a tax; according to Maul (2013: 564–565), it was a tribute (maddattu, “Abgabe”) from the provinces.
72 MARV 5 60; MARV 6 64.
73 VA 5035, 2–3; VA 5046, 3–4; Deller 1985: 349; see now Marzahn 2019.
74 MARV 3 31, obv. 7 (Freydank 1992: 311).
75 MARV 3 28, e. 9–10 (Freydank 1992: 289).
76 MARV 3 32, obv. 7–8 (Freydank 1992: 311–312). 
77 MARV 3 28, rev. 13–14 (Freydank 1992: 289).
78 MARV 3 42, e. 9 (Freydank 1992: 304).
79 MARV 3 47, obv. 6 (Freydank 1992: 293–294).
80 MARV 3 52, obv. 6 (Freydank 1992: 297).
81 MARV 3 30, rev. 14–15 (Freydank 1992: 309–310).
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matic and obligatory presents. In comparison to these methods, the information on
taxation on Assyrian subjects is scant and only covers the importation of goods into
Assyrian territory. Other kinds of tax known to have existed in the Neo-Assyrian Period
may have existed during the MA Period, but this is not clear. The Assyrian state also
imposed upon its subjects forced military service (ilku) for a limited period of time
each year. This service could be avoided through payment or provision of a substitute.
Several types of offence were punished with forced labor, which was different from
the ilku service. The royal administration was involved in the management of the 
regular offerings to the central sanctuary of Aššur.

As far as terminology is concerned, there are some genre-specific terms: 

tāmartu (“present”), biltu (“tribute”), and kišittu (“spoils”) are typical of royal inscrip-
tions and absent from the archival documentation.

On the other hand, ḫubtu (“booty”), nāmurtu (“present”), šulmānu (“present,” “audi-
ence gift”), and miksu (“tax on import”) are absent from the royal inscriptions. Šipar
šarri (“forced labor”) is exclusive to the MA laws.

The meaning of some terms is also genre-specific. Šallutu and ḫubtu refer almost ex-
clusively to people in the archival documentation. While maddattu means “tribute” in
the royal inscriptions, it can have the meanings “payment” and “tax” in the archival
documentation.

Finally, it is difficult to establish the proportion of the overall financing of the state
contributed by each of these methods of taxation. The distinction between some
methods—such as tribute and presents, or taxes and regular offerings—is also blurry.

We do not have information on the amount of royal property, the budget of the
royal house, exact numbers of staff, or the expenditure of the palace.
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