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Bio

Patricia Bello Alonso is a predoctoral researcher who since 2015 has been developing her thesis
project at Centro Nacional de Investigacion de la Evolucion Humana (CENIEH), located in
Burgos (Spain). Presently, her research is based on functional analysis of lithic remains (flakes
and LCT’S) from the Early Acheulean (ca. 1.353 + 0.035 Ma.) archaeological site of Thiongo
Korongo. Using a traceological study of the lithic industry of TK, Patricia plans on reconstructing
the economic activities of the Early Acheulean in Africa.

Abstract

In this paper we will present an ongoing research about the function of Acheulean flakes and
LTC’s recovered at Thiongo Korongo (TK) (Upper section of Olduvai’s Bed 11, ca. 1.353 &+ 0.035
Ma.). Our hypothesis is that these assemblages could reflect actual evidence of various activities
developed at the site other than knapping. The presence of faunal remains, including different
species of large mammals, suggest that butchery and carcass processing activities could
potentially have been realized there. The variability of formats and tools present support the idea
that other activities (e.g. wood working, digging, tuber / vegetable processing, etc.) could also
have been performed at the site. These hypotheses are relevant to our understanding of the extent
of activities that took place during the Acheulean and the function, technological variability and
the settlement dynamics of the site.



