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Abstract

The Mueller–Jones (MJ) or pure Mueller matrix formulation has been reported by using two different matrix
transformations in a condensed representation. The possibility to find other transformation matrices is explored.
A complete set of unitary operators (R) is found to be closely related with the MJ matrices and with the evolution
of pure states on the Poincaré sphere surface. We propose an alternative deduction for the condensed representation
of the MJ matrices, obtained by using the Kronecker product operation and use of R unitary matrices as a tool
to combine different Mueller matrices and changes of polarized states on the Poincarè sphere surface. Finally, it is
shown explicitly that the columns of the transformation matrices are the eigenvectors of the MJ matrix associated to a
non-depolarizing optical system and a corollary is established as a criterion to differentiate a Mueller matrix from an
MJ matrix.
r 2007 Elsevier GmbH. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

It has been asserted that the Mueller matrix can give
the full polarimetric characterization of a general
scattering system. This matrix describes the modification
of polarization of light after a linear interaction with the
sample under interest is supposed. The use of the
Mueller matrix formalism can be applied to non-
depolarizing, partially or totally depolarizing systems,
e front matter r 2007 Elsevier GmbH. All rights reserved.
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as in the cases of rough surfaces and scattering media
and for unpolarized, partially and totally polarized
incident light, respectively. A Mueller–Jones (MJ)
matrix has been defined as a Mueller matrix derived
from a Jones matrix [1]. Some properties associated to
the MJ matrix have been discussed in many works [1–9].
The MJ matrix has been derived from first principles
and a condensed form to express it has been published
[10–14]. Several authors have reported basically two
forms for the transformation matrix employed into the
condensed form [5,6,12,13,15,16]. These transformation
matrices are related with the way the polarization of
light is described. Commonly, they are used without any
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explicit consideration of the reference system employed
for the description of the polarization; that is, looking
to the source or to the propagating direction. We
explore explicitly the possibility to find more transfor-
mation matrices through the analysis of 24 combina-
tions for the representation of equivalent Stokes vectors.
A set of unitary operators is found to be closely related
with the MJ matrices and with the evolution of states on
the Poincaré sphere surface. By applying the Kronecker
product to the linear response of a physical system to an
electric field, an alternative way to reach the condensed
representation of the MJ is found. The R unitary
matrices are employed to obtain relations among
Mueller matrices and/or A transformation matrices
[5,6,12,13,15,16] and as a tool to describe changes of
polarized states on the Poincarè sphere surface. Finally,
it is shown explicitly that the columns of the transfor-
mation matrices are the eigenvectors of the MJ matrix
associated to a non-depolarizing optical system and a
corollary is established as a criterion to differentiate a
Mueller matrix from an MJ matrix.
2. Formulation of the Mueller–Jones matrix

The linear response of a non-depolarizing physical
system to an incident electric field Einc is represented by
the relation:

Esc ¼ JEinc, (1)

where J is a 2� 2 matrix of complex elements, named
the Jones matrix of the system and Esc is the scattered
electric field. The electric fields are represented in terms
of their orthogonal components by a 2� 1 column
matrix. On the other hand, the linear response of a
physical system to polarization states can be expressed
in terms of intensities (irradiances), through the relation:

Ssc ¼MSinc, (2)

where M is called the Mueller matrix of the system,
represented as a 4� 4 matrix of real elements, and S is a
4� 1 matrix of real elements too, called the Stokes
vector. S represents the polarization state of the electric
field vector, defined as [12,15]

Sa ¼

sa1

sa2

sa3

sa4

0
BBBB@

1
CCCCA, (3)
where a ¼ inc, sc and

sa1 ¼ Ea
pEa�

p

D E
þ Ea

s Ea�
s

� �
,

sa2 ¼ Ea
pEa�

p

D E
� Ea

sEa�
s

� �
,

sa3 ¼ Ea
pEa�

s

D E
þ Ea

pEa�
s

D E�
¼ 2Re Ea

pEa�
s

D E
,

sa4 ¼ i Ea
pEa�

s

D E
� Ea

pEa�
s

D E�� �
¼ �2Im Ea

pEa�
s

D E
. ð4Þ

Angular brackets represent ensemble averages and *
indicates the complex conjugate operation. In this case,
the polarization states are described as looking to the
source [12].
3. Transformation matrices for the

Mueller–Jones matrices

Eq. (3) can be expressed as a function of the
electric field components through the matrix representa-
tion [12], which we propose can be ordered in the
following way:

s1
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s4

0
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1
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0 1 1 0

0 i �i 0
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�
p

D E
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�
s

� �
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EpE�p
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� �
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�
p

D E
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�
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� �

0
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1
CCCCCCCCA
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� �

e

f

g

h

2
666664

3
777775, ð5Þ

where A takes on the form of one of the reported
transformation matrices for the MJ matrix [5]. In this
work, columns of the transformation matrix are
represented by letters a, b, c, d and rows of electric field
products by letters e, f, g, h, respectively. By changing
pairs of columns and the corresponding pairs of rows,
24 explicit combinations can arise for the representation
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of the Stokes vector, Eq. (5),
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� �

e
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From a mathematical point of view, we can say all the
24 matrices A displayed into Eq. (6) are equivalent in the
sense they give the same Stokes vector provided the

orthogonal components of the electric field follows the

order as specified by their associated matrices. The order
given by a, d, b, c and e, h, f, g has been reported for the
representation of the Stokes vector [14]. The Stokes
vector has been described under another reference
system, for example, the rotated system described by
Schmieder [17]. From analyzing Eq. (6), a basic question
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emerges: are all the matrices A transformation matrices
in the sense they are associated to MJ matrices? We will
build an answer in the following paragraphs. From Eq.
(6), we will take special attention to the following
representations for the Stokes vector:
S ¼
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The Mueller matrix obtained from Eq. (2) when the
relation given by Eq. (1) holds, is a special kind of
matrix because it can be obtained from a Jones matrix
(it is well known that all Jones matrices can be described
as Mueller matrices, but not all Mueller matrices can be
derived from Jones matrices). Those kinds of matrices
have been called non-depolarizing, pure or MJ matrices,
respectively, if the system does not depolarize [1–16].
There does exists a condensed expression to define an
MJ matrix, which has been reported as [1]

M ¼ AðJ � J�ÞA�1; A�1 ¼ 1
2
ðATÞ

�, (8)
where J is the Jones matrix, � denotes the Kronecker
matrix product or direct product, A�1 denotes
the inverse matrix of A, * is the complex conjugate
and T denotes the transpose operation. Basically two
different forms for matrix A have been considered
[5,6,11,12,15,16]. These transformation matrices are
related with the reference system employed to des-
cribe the polarization states. When polarization is
described looking to the source, A takes on the form
[12,15]

A ¼

1 0 0 1

1 0 0 �1

0 1 1 0

0 i �i 0

2
666664

3
777775 � A1,
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A�1 ¼
1

2

1 1 0 0

0 0 1 �i

0 0 1 i

1 �1 0 0

2
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3
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But if polarization is described as looking to the
propagation direction, A is written as [11,16]

A ¼
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0 �i i 0
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2
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Recently, Borovoi et al. [9] have reported a matrix A

that follows Eq. (8); a priori we will consider
it as another transformation matrix. This matrix
has been normalized to be a unitary transforma-
tion [9]

A ¼
1ffiffiffi
2
p

1 0 0 1

1 0 0 �1

0 �1 �1 0

0 �i i 0

2
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2
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These transformation matrices are strongly associated to
specific electric field products, corresponding to defined
coordinate systems of reference from which the polar-
ization is described. We propose here a possible
representation for the Stokes vector in terms of matrix
AB can be the following:

SB ¼
1ffiffiffi
2
p
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0 �i i 0

2
666664

3
777775
ffiffiffi
2
p

EpE�p

D E
� EPE�s
� �
� EsE

�
p

D E
EsE

�
s

� �

0
BBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCA

¼
1ffiffiffi
2
p a �b �c d
� � ffiffiffi

2
p

e

�f

�g

h

0
BBBBB@

1
CCCCCA ¼

s1

s2

s3

s4

0
BBBBB@

1
CCCCCA. ð12Þ

We propose the following methodology. By considering

J ¼
J1 J4

J3 J2

" #
, (13)

and substituting into Eq. (8), using matrices A1, A2, A3,
A4, A5, A6 and AB as transformation matrices,
respectively, we obtain the explicit relations for the
Mueller matrix
m12 m13 �m14

m22 m23 �m24

m32 m33 �m34

�m42 �m43 m44

3
777775

J�4Þ J4ðJ
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�
1 þ J�2 � J�3 � J�4Þ

J�4Þ J2ðJ
�
1 þ J�2 þ J�3 þ J�4Þ �iJ2ðJ
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1 � J�2 þ J�3 � J�4Þ

J�4Þ iJ2ðJ
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3
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where the MJ elements are given explicitly as [13]

m11 ¼
1
2
jJ1j

2 þ jJ2j
2 þ jJ3j

2 þ jJ4j
2

	 

;

m12 ¼
1
2
jJ1j

2 � jJ2j
2 þ jJ3j

2 � jJ4j
2

	 

;

m13 ¼ Re J1J�4 þ J2J
�
3

	 

; m14 ¼ Im J1J

�
4 þ J3J

�
2

	 

;

m21 ¼
1
2
jJ1j

2 � jJ2j
2 � jJ3j

2 þ jJ4j
2

	 

;

m22 ¼
1
2
jJ1j

2 þ jJ2j
2 � jJ3j

2 � jJ4j
2

	 

;

m23 ¼ Re J1J�4 � J2J
�
3

	 

; m24 ¼ Im J1J

�
4 þ J2J

�
3

	 

;

m31 ¼ Re J1J�3 þ J2J
�
4

	 

; m32 ¼ Re J1J

�
3 � J2J

�
4

	 

;

m33 ¼ Re J1J�2 þ J3J
�
4

	 

; m34 ¼ Im J1J

�
2 þ J3J

�
4

	 

;

m41 ¼ �Im J1J
�
3 þ J4J�2

	 

; m42 ¼ �Im J1J

�
3 þ J2J

�
4

	 

;

m43 ¼ �Im J1J
�
2 þ J4J�3

	 

; m44 ¼ Re J1J

�
2 � J3J�4

	 

.

ð14bÞ

4. Unitary operators

On the other hand, we propose a complete set of
unitary operators R can be written as

Ra ¼

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0 0 1

2
666664

3
777775; Rb ¼

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0 0 �1

2
666664

3
777775;

Rc ¼

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 �1 0

0 0 0 1

2
666664

3
777775; Rd ¼

1 0 0 0

0 �1 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0 0 1

2
666664

3
777775;
Ssc ¼

RaS RbS RcS RdS ReS Rf S RgS RhS
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s4

0
BBB@

1
CCCA
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�s4

0
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1
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0
BBB@

1
CCCA
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�s2
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s4

0
BBB@

1
CCCA

s1

s2

�s3

�s4

0
BBB@

1
CCCA

s1

�s2

s3

�s4

0
BBB@

1
CCCA

s1

�s2

�s3

s4

0
BBB@

1
CCCA

s1

�s2

�s3

�s4

0
BBB@

1
CCCA

8>>>>>><
>>>>>>:

. (19)
Re ¼

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 �1 0

0 0 0 �1

2
666664

3
777775; Rf ¼

1 0 0 0

0 �1 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0 0 �1

2
666664

3
777775;

Rg ¼

1 0 0 0

0 �1 0 0

0 0 �1 0

0 0 0 1

2
666664

3
777775; Rh ¼

1 0 0 0

0 �1 0 0

0 0 �1 0

0 0 0 �1

2
666664

3
777775.

ð15Þ
Note that an Abelian group can be obtained from
Eq. (15). It can be easily verified that M1 and M2 are
related through the unitary operator Rb

M1 ¼ RbM2R�1b or M2 ¼ RbM1R�1b . (16a)

It follows that

A1 ¼ RbA2. (16b)

On the other hand, M1 and M6 are related by

M1 ¼ Rf M6R�1f or M6 ¼ Rf M1R
�1
f . (17a)

It follows that

A1 ¼ Rf A6. (17b)

Finally, M1 and MB are given as

M1 ¼ ReMBR�1e or MB ¼ ReM1R
�1
e , (18a)

and

A1 ¼ ReAB. (18b)

We can say that not only the reported matrices A1, A2

and AB are transformation matrices in the sense they
generate an MJ matrix of real elements, but also A6 is a
transformation matrix. Note that M3, M4 and M5 are
complex matrices. If we do a similar exercise, we can
verify that all the remaining matrices An, n ¼ 7,y,24 of
Eq. (6) are not transformation matrices also.

What can we say about the physical significance of the
unitary operators Ru, u ¼ a,y,h? Starting from the
basic principle that an operator can be understood in the
way it does affect a given function, we can apply Ru to a

general Stokes vector S ¼ ð s1 s2 s3 s4 Þ
T.
Observe the unitary operator Rb acts as a switch on
circular polarization states, because it changes right- to
left-handed circular polarization and conversely. On the
other hand, it does not affect the linear polarization
states. Then Rb can be employed as a transformation
rule to describe polarization states as observed looking
to the source or looking into the propagation direction.
Another interpretation can be done in terms of the
Poincaré sphere: the operator maps the north pole on
the south pole, and conversely. Some of the unitary
matrices given by Eq. (15) have been employed by
different authors and they have interpreted them as
reflectors [19,20], among other interpretations. Special
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attention has been dedicated to Rh [8,13,15]; Grier Parke
III considered it as a transforming matrix from a right-
handed to a left-handed coordinate system [15]. How-
ever, none of these authors have reported the complete
set of unitary matrices given by Eq. (15) and no one of
them have interpreted it in the way we are reporting
here.

Following a similar procedure, it can be found that
the different unitary operators, Eq. (15), change the
polarization states to other states contained on the
Poincaré sphere surface. It is an interesting exercise to
think about the physical elements required to simulate
the effect on the Stokes vectors due to the unitary
operators.

On the other hand, if we obtain the MJ matrix from
first principles [5], Eq. (2), using Eqs. (3) and (4), but we
use two different descriptions for the orthogonal
components of the electric field vector, Eq. (1),
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we obtain again M1 when Eq. (20a) is used and by using
Eq. (20b) the MJ matrix is given as M6.

The condensed representation for the MJ matrix,
Eq. (8), can be obtained from the following procedure.
If we calculate the Kronecker matrix product [18] of Eq.
(20a) with its complex conjugate,
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Following elemental procedures of multiplication, a
factoring process and an ensemble average, Eq. (21a)
can be written as

Esc
p Esc�

p

D E
Esc

p Esc�
s

D E
Esc

s Esc�
p

D E
Esc

s Esc�
s

� �

0
BBBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCCA
¼

J1J
�
1 J1J

�
4 J4J�1 J4J

�
4

J1J
�
3 J1J

�
2 J4J�3 J4J

�
2

J3J
�
1 J3J

�
4 J2J�1 J2J

�
4

J3J
�
3 J3J

�
2 J2J�3 J2J

�
2

2
666664

3
777775

�

Einc
p Einc�

p

D E
Einc

p Einc�
s

D E
Einc

s Einc�
p

D E
Einc

s Einc�
s

� �

0
BBBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCCA
¼ J � J�ð Þ

Einc
p E inc�

p

D E
Einc

p E inc�
s

D E
Einc

s E inc�
p

D E
Einc

s E inc�
s

� �

0
BBBBBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCCCCA
. ð21bÞ

On the other hand, employing Eq. (2), with the Stokes
vector defined by Eq. (5), we have
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Resolving for the scattered electric field components, we
obtain:
After an ensemble average, Eq. (23a) can be written in a
more condensed form as
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where A and A�1 are given by Eq. (5) or (9) and M is the
Mueller matrix of the system. Note carefully that at this
stage, the Mueller matrix of Eq. (23b) can be associated
to any arbitrary linear physical medium. But, if we
consider that Eqs. (21b) and (23b) describe the same
system, we are imposing a restriction to the arbitrariness
of selecting M because we are selecting a special kind of
system; in this case, a system represented by a Jones
matrix. If this is the situation, then we can equate the
factor of the incident electric field on both equations, to
obtain:

J � J� ¼ A�1MA)M ¼ AðJ � J�ÞA�1. (24)

In this way we have arrived at the MJ matrix definition
by following the procedure proposed by us in this work.

We can go further ahead on the transformation
matrices nature and give another interpretation for the
transformation matrix based on a basis for the Stokes
vectors. For simplicity, we use a one-dimensional (1-D)
rough surface as example; however, the result must be
valid for any non-depolarizing system. A 1-D rough
surface is described with respect to an orthogonal
coordinate Cartesian system as a surface whose profile
varies along the x-axis and is constant along the y-axis
[21,22]. A 2-D rough surface is a surface whose profile
varies along both orthogonal axes. The MJ matrix for a
1-D surface can be obtained from Eq. (13) when J3 ¼

J4 ¼ 0 [21,22]:

M ¼
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2
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Our contribution in this work is explained in the
following paragraphs. The eingenvalues of the MJ
matrix, M, can be determined by the characteristic
equation

detðM � lIÞ ¼ 0, (27)

where I is the 4� 4 identity matrix and l denotes the
eigenvalues of M. Eq. (27) can be solved for the
eigenvalues as

l ¼ l1 ¼ ðS11 þ S12Þ; l2 ¼ ðS33 þ iS34Þ;
�
l3 ¼ ðS33 � iS34Þ; l4 ¼ ðS11 � S12Þ

�
. ð28Þ
The corresponding eigenvectors Ij can be calculated
from the relation

ðM � ljIÞIj ¼ 0 for j ¼ 1; 2; 3; 4. (29)

It follows that a particular set for the eigenvectors can
be given explicitly as
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These eigenvectors are linearly independent. This
ordered set can be interpreted as a basis for the
4� 1 matrices of complex values. Stokes vectors
can be expressed as linear combinations of the
eigenvectors given by Eq. (30) weighted by appro-
priate complex coefficients. The Stokes vectors are a
subset of the complex linear space constituted by
4� 1 matrix elements, in this case a subset formed
by real elements (this does not mean Eq. (30) is a
basis for the 4 real parameters that define a Stokes
vector). For example, a generic Stokes vector can be
written as
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ð31Þ

Observe that this ordered set of eigenvectors, Eq. (30),
can be interpreted as column elements of a trans-
formation matrix into a space 4� 4 of complex
elements

I ¼
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It follows that Eq. (31) can be written as
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which is the same as Eq. (5); this is consistent with
previously reported results [12]. By changing the order
of columns and rows into Eq. (33), we can obtain the
same results given by Eq. (6) and by appropriate
handling, Eq. (12) can also be obtained.

Note that the MJ matrix can be expressed in terms of
the condensed expression, Eq. (32), as

M ¼ IðJ � J�ÞI�1, (34)

where J is given by Eq. (13) and I � A, Eq. (9).
From the former result we can generalize, a priori,

and the following Corollary is proposed by us in this
work: a Mueller matrix is an MJ matrix if its

eigenvectors are given by the set defined by Eq. (30).
5. Conclusions

The MJ of pure Mueller matrix formulations have
been reported by using two different matrix transforma-
tions in a condensed representation. By considering 24
equivalent representations for the Stokes vector, we
have found that another transformation matrix exists.
We have obtained the condensed representation of the
MJ matrix by applying a Kronecker product between
the expression for the linear response of a physical
system described by a Jones matrix and its complex
conjugate. We have found a set R of unitary matrices
which can be employed as a tool to obtain relations
among Mueller matrices and/or A transformation
matrices and to describe changes of polarized states on
the Poincarè sphere surface. It has been shown explicitly
that the columns of the transformation matrices are the
eigenvectors of the MJ matrix associated to a non-
depolarizing optical system. Finally a generalization, a

priori, of the previous result has been proposed here as a
Corollary that asserts a Mueller matrix is an MJ matrix

if its eigenvectors are given by the set defined by Eq. (30).
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